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SUB J : BORDER CLASHES CONTINUE 

REF: GABORONE 2880 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . GOB PRESIDENT'S OFFICE RELEASED FOLLOWING STATE- 
MENT SEPT 12: QUOTE: 

THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT 
THERE WAS AN EXCHANGE OF FIRE YESTERDAY AT KAZUNGULA 
BETWEEN THE BDF AND THE RHODESIAN REBEL FORCES. THE 
INCIDENT OCCURRED AFTER MEMBERS OF THE BDF HAD OB 
SERVED SOME RHODESIAN SOLDIERS ADVANCING TOWARDS 
THE BOTSWANA BORDER IN AN ALERT POSITION AND WITHOUT 
ANY PROVOCATION OPENING FIRE AT THE BDF. THE BDF 
RETURNED THE FIRE KILLING AT LEAST FOUR RHODESIAN 
SOLDIERS. THERE WERE NO CASUALTIES ON THE BOTSWANA 
SITE. THIS IS YET ANOTHER UNPROVOKED ACT OF AGRESSION 
AGAINST BOTSWANA BY REBEL RHODESIA AND AS USUAL 
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THE REASONS BEHIND IT ARE UNKNOWN. NEVERTHELESS 
GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO USE ALL THE MEANS 
AVAILABLE TO IT TO DEFEND THE SOVEREIGNTY AND 
INTEGRITY OF THIS COUNTRY AS WELL AS TO ENSURE 
THAT THE LIVES AND PROPERTY OF ALL BOTSWANA 
NATIONALS ARE PROTECTED. END QUOTE. 
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2. RHODESIAN PRESS OF SEPT 13 CARRIED DENIAL 

OF FATALITIES BY RHODESIAN COMBINED OPERATIONS 
HEADQUARTERS. 

3. RHODESIAN PRESS REPORTS THAT RHODESIAN COM 
BINED OPERATIONS HEADQUARTERS ALLEGED THAT ZAMBIAN 
FORCES OPENED FIRE ON AN UNOCCUPIED RHODESIAN 
POSITION SATURDAY SEPT 9. THE RHODESIAN 
COMMUNIQUE CLAIMED THAT MANY OF THE SHOTS LANDED 
IN BOTSWANA AND THAT THE BDF RETALIATED BY FIRING 
INTO ZAMBIA. 

4. 1 RAISED THESE REPORTS WITH EXTAFFMIN MOGWE 
WHEN MEETING WITH HIM SEPT 13. HE HAD 
NOTHING TO ADD TO THE GOB PRESS RELEASE, BUT DENIED 
ANY KNOWLEDGE OF BDF FIRING INTO ZAMBIA. 

5. COMMENT: IN THE FOUR CORNERS AREA WHERE THESE 
INCIDENTS ARE ALLEGED TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE, RHODISIAN, 

ZAMBIAN, BOTSWANA. AND SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES ARE IN CLOSE 

PROXIMITY. IT IS POSSIBLE THERE WAS AN INADVERTENT 

EXCHANGE OF FIRE BETWEEN ZAMBIAN AND BOTSWANA 

FORCES, BUT WE WOULD EXPECT NEITHER THE GOB NOR THE 

GOZ TO ACKNOWLEDGE IT. THESE REPORT ILLUSTRATE THE CONTINUING 

HEIGHTENED TENSION ALONG THE BORDER SINCE THE INCIDENT OF THE 

RHODESIAN VISCOUNT. 
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